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INTRODUCTION

AIM

Since 2007 a relentless epidemic wave of
African Swine Fever (ASF) has progressively
affected the East-Central Europe, the SouthEast Asia, the Oceania, the Central America. In
Italy, since 1978 ASF is endemic in Sardinia
island, where a new strategy has been
adopted successfully, and an epidemiological
improved situation occurred. In mainland
Italy, the first ASF virus (ASFV) positive wild
boar has been detected on January 2022.

In this study, authors report
the plan of action carried
out by Italian authorities, in
order to front ASF threat. A
collaborative work needed
to define the critical points
for ASF surveillance, control
and eradication.
ASF cases in mainland Italy
(CEREP, IZS Umbria e Marche)

METHODS

RESULTS

In Sardinia, eradication measures for domestic
pigs, wild boar and illegal free ranging pigs,
through a new command chain, are based on
animal welfare conditions, reproductive
parameters and biosecurity measures. In
mainland infected zone, slaughtering in
backyard farms, reinforcement in applying
biosecurity
measures,
active
research/removal of wild boar carcasses,
hypothesis for fencing have been carrying out.
In the other Italian regions, the passive
surveillance system includes diagnostic tests
on all wild boars found died and on dead
domestic pigs, notification of any suspect
case, use of an informative system for
epidemiological data collection.

In 2020 for the first time, Italy presented a new plan to the European Commission. Two
are the intended purposes: the former, to maintain the effort to reach ASF eradication
in Sardinia; the latter, to prevent the introduction of ASFV in free regions as well as to
define the best strategies to reduce the consequences of any eventual viral incursion.
The passive surveillance activities allowed detecting the first ASFV incursion in
mainland Italy. Implementation of control measures in the North Italy infected zone has
been prompt. In Sardinia, eradication efforts allowed a decrease in virus circulation: the
last RT-PCR positive kept pig, illegal free-range pig and wild boar were in September
2018, January and April 2019, respectively. Passive surveillance is recognized as the
most important tool able to assure the early ASFV detection in ASF-free Italian regions.
CONCLUSION
Italy is dealing with a double ASF challenge,
to control the disease spread in mainland
Italy and to eradicate the disease in Sardinia
Island.
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ASF Infected zone in wild
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